
Culminating Reflection Essay – Student Instructions

This reflection essay is part of your culminating activity for the novel study. You will write this
essay in class after completing a mandatory planning outline. Your essay should focus on ideas
and insights, not a summary of the plot.

Essay Requirements

1 This is an individual task.

2 The final essay will be written in class.

3 You must complete the planning outline before writing.

4 Each body paragraph must include one direct quote from the novel.

5 Your essay must stay focused on your chosen topic.

Choose ONE Culminating Topic

1 A lesson the novel teaches about growing up

2 A moment where a character is forced to change

3 A decision that reveals who a character truly is

4 How relationships shape the main character

5 A conflict that drives the story forward

6 The role of fear, courage, or confidence in the novel

7 How power or control affects characters

8 A moment that changed the direction of the story

9 What the novel suggests about belonging or isolation

10 What readers are meant to remember after finishing the book

Mandatory Planning Outline (Point Form Only)

Introduction

1 Novel title and author

2 Chosen topic

3 Your main idea or insight

Body Paragraph 1



1 Main idea (point form)

2 One direct quote from the novel

3 Explanation of how the quote supports your idea

Body Paragraph 2

1 Main idea (point form)

2 One direct quote from the novel

3 Explanation of how the quote supports your idea

Body Paragraph 3

1 Main idea (point form)

2 One direct quote from the novel

3 Explanation of how the quote supports your idea

Conclusion

1 What the novel ultimately suggests about your topic

2 Final reflection or takeaway for the reader

Note: Your planning notes must be in point form only. Full sentences are only allowed for direct
quotations from the novel.


