The Great Depression and To Kill a Mockingbird

Time Period: The Great Depression (1929-1939) was the backdrop for To Kill a
Mockingbird, set in the 1930s.

Economic Hardship: The Depression caused widespread poverty and unemployment,
affecting characters in the novel, like the Finch family and their community.

Racial Inequality: Despite the economic struggle faced by all, Black Americans were
disproportionately affected, mirroring the racial tensions and inequalities depicted in
the novel.

Social Class Distinctions: The Depression intensified class differences. In the novel,
this is seen through the Ewells, who are poor whites, and the Finch family, who,
despite being better off, still face financial challenges.

Gender Roles: Economic hardship influenced gender roles. Women, like Scout'’s aunt,
held traditional views, while others, like Scout’s mother figure, Calpurnia, took on
more progressive roles.

Impact on Children: The Depression-era challenges influenced the worldview of
children, like Scout and Jem, shaping their understanding of justice, morality, and
empathy.

Legal System and Fair Trials: The Depression era saw a strained legal system, often
unfair to Black Americans. This is central in Tom Robinson’s trial in the novel.

Morality vs. Survival: Economic hardships forced people to make tough choices
between morality and survival, a theme often explored through the characters’
actions and decisions in the novel.

Atticus Finch's Role: As a lawyer during the Depression, Atticus represents morality
and justice, striving to uphold these values despite societal and economic pressures.

Community Dynamics: The Depression influenced how communities functioned and
interacted, with survival often leading to stronger communal ties or, conversely,
heightened tensions and prejudices, as seen in the novel’s setting of Maycomb.



Jim Crow Laws and To Kill a Mockingbird

Definition: Jim Crow laws were state and local laws enforcing racial segregation in
the Southern United States.

Time Period: These laws were enacted in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Racial Segregation: Jim Crow laws mandated racial segregation in all public
facilities, mirroring the segregated society depicted in Maycomb, the novel’s setting.

Inferior Facilities for Black Americans: Facilities for Black people were consistently
inferior and underfunded compared to those for White people, a theme hinted at
through the different living conditions of characters in the novel.

Voting Rights Suppression: These laws disenfranchised Black voters through
literacy tests and poll taxes, contributing to the lack of Black representation.

Legal System and Racism: The legal system was biased under Jim Crow, often
leading to unjust outcomes for Black people, as seen in Tom Robinson’s trial.

Social Etiquette: Jim Crow laws also enforced certain social behaviors that
reinforced White supremacy. This is reflected in the way Black characters interact
with White characters in the novel.

Education: Segregated schooling under Jim Crow resulted in poorer education for
Black children. The novel briefly touches on the educational disparities between
White and Black children.

Influence on Characters: The Jim Crow laws shape the beliefs and actions of
characters in the novel, influencing their perspectives on race, justice, and morality.



